The “General Slocum” Disaster 


One of the most appalling marine disasters of recent years was the burning and sinking of the 
excursion steamer “General Slocum” at North Brother Island, East River, New York, on June 15, 


A conservative estimate of the dead and missing is 1200. 
These were mostly women and children connected with St. Mark’s German 


had been recovered. 


Lutheran Church of New York, under whose auspices the excursion was given. 


Up to 3 P.M., on June 16, 522 bodies 


Twenty-four years 


ago, on June 28, 1880, a similar accident occurred to the steamer “Seawanhaka” near the 


scene of the present disaster. 


N June 15, within a short distance of the spot where the 
steamboat Seawanhaka caught fire and burned, with a 
heavy loss of life, twenty-four years ago, the steamboat 
General Slocum, carrying an excursion party from St. 
Mark’s German Lutheran Church, New York, was _ to- 

tally destroyed by fire, with an estimated loss of 1200 by burn- 
ing and drowning. 

The General Slocum was chartered for the annual excursion of 
the Sunday-school of St. Mark’s German Lutheran Church, and 
left the foot of East Third Street about nine o’clock in the morn- 


In the “Seawanhaka” disaster there were 62 dead and missing 


ing bound for Locust Grove, Long Island, where the excursionists 
were to spend the day. The number of tickets sold is reported 
to have been 988, but this did not include the children who 
were on board. Most of the excursionists were women and chil- 
dren. The General Slocum, commanded by Captain William Van 
Schaick and with two pilots on board, proceeded up the river as 
far as Hell Gate in apparent safety. It was not until the boat 
was opposite 130th Street that the first evidences of danger were 
noticed. According to the stories of some of the survivors, smoke 
had been noticed before this, but it was supposed to be coming 














The Steamer “ General Slocum” Sinking off North Brother Island after the Fire 
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from the kitchen on the lower deck, and no attention was paid 
to it. The first warning of peril came with the cry of Fire! from 
the forward deck, followed by an explesion and the appearance 
of a sheet of flame. Panic prevailed immediately, and the crowd 
of women and children, terrorized by the flames, which spread 
with great rapidity, 
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she grounded, succeeded in saving 155 lives. Rowboats and tugs 
by the score were hurried to the wreck and rescued many 
from the river. Shortly after the Slocum struck the shore at 
North Brother Island she drifted away down-stream, bringing 
up finally on the beach at Hunt’s Point, over a mile away, where 

she burned to the water’s 











crowded to the rear of the edge. 

boat. It was then that The news of the disas- 
what appears to have AES. NORTH R ter spread rapidly, and 
been an error of judg- a BROTHER vl from every hospital in 
ment was made in- the é “SCAND 4 the city ambulances, 
management of the boat. F physicians, and ‘nurses 
Instead of running her were sent to the scene, 
ashore on the sunken mea- otal and prompt and _ efficient 
dows, the General Slo- T3LAND service was rendered to 


cum’s captain continued 
on up the Sound, the wind 
forcing the flames back- 
ward through the length 
of the boat with increas- 
ing rapidity. Then be- 
gan a struggle among 
the panie-stricken excur- 
sionists. Many, frenzied 
by the oncoming rush of 
the flames, threw their 
children over the rail 
into the water and jump- 
ed after them; others re- 
mained on the boat until 
they were forced  over- 
board or until the flames 
were actually upon them. 
Apparently there was no 
attempt on the part of 
the deckhands of the boat 
to check the fire or to re- 
store order among the 
passengers; and according 
to the stories told by sur- 
vivors the boat's supply 
of life-preservers proved 
to be worthless. The Gen- 








the injured who were ta- 
ken from the wreck. 

The burning of the Gen- 
eral Slocum is the worst 
harbor disaster in the his- 
tory of American catas- 
trophies. <A disaster sim- 
ilar in many ways was 
the burning of the steam- 
boat Seawanhaka, on June 
28, 1880, mentioned above. 
The Secawanhaka was on 
her way up the Sound 
from Peck’s Slip, with 
about three hundred _pas- 
sengers. When off Ward’s 
Island she took fire as the 
result of an explosion, and 
sixty-two persons _ lost 
their lives by burning or 
drowning. An earlier in- 
stance was the destruction 
of the Staten Island ferry- 
boat Westfield, on July 
20, 1871, caused by an ac- 
cident to her boiler as she 
was leaving her slip with 
a Sunday morning crowd 





eral Slocum by this time of excursionists. Fifty 
was opposite North persons were — instantly 
Brother Island, — where killed. 





Captain Van Schaick 
planned to beach _ her. 
As she ran ashore the 
supports of the hurricane- : 
deck were burned away, plunging passengers on to the blazing 
deck below. Meanwhile the situation of the steamer had 
been observed, and river craft and boats from the shore went 
to her assistance. One tugboat put off from the pier at North 
Brother Island, and, going alongside the burning steamer as 


Map showing the Course of the Burning Steamer 


The General Slocum was 
launched in 1891, and suf- 
fered many mishaps. 

One of the most serious 
of these accidents occurred on July 29, 1894, when she ran on a 
sand-bar late at night when crowded with passengers. Many were 
injured in the panic that followed. She had had other mishaps 
of a more or less serious nature, the most recent before that of 
last week being a panic and riot on August 17, 1901. 

















The Fire in Progress—Scene after the Collapse of the Hurricane-deck 
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A VIEW OF THE “GENERAL SLOCUM” ON FIRE OFF NORTH BROTHER ISLAND 


, As. soon as word was received of the disaster, fireboats were at once hurried to the scene, where they attempted to put out the fire aboard the steamer and to rescue those who were 
imprisoned on her. At the moment the vessel went aground the hurricane-deck gave way, throwing many passengers, women and children, into the flames below, where rescue was impossible 
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SIunuocents Abroad ee > Roughing It 
Imurrents Abroad Lh Roughing It 
Bol. 2 y Bal. 2 


Six Beautifully Bound Bonks 


With Illustrations by Fk. W. Kemble, Peter Newell, 
B. West Clinedinst, and F. G. Brown 


Of all the books of the great humorist these are the ones that have made his name a household 
word wherever the English language is spoken. 


Cher Fun ita Inmortal— Worth Reading Cinice 


This is the first time that these volumes have been put within the reach of any but the rich, and 
published in a uniform low-priced set. 


Eueryhody Gan Afford Chem 


OUR OFFER“: will send you the entire set of six volumes, charges prepaid, on 

receipt of $1.00. _ If you do not like the books when they reach you, 
send them back at our expense, and we will return the $1.00. If you do like them, send us $1.00 
every month for 11 months. In order to keep you in touch with us during these months, on receipt 
of your request for these books we will enter you as a subscriber for one year, without additional 
cost to you, for either HARPER’S MAGAZINE, HARPER’S WEEKLY, HARPER’S BAZAR, 
or THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. In writing, state which periodical you want. 








Harper & Brothers, Publishers, New York City 





Provision for the future of 
your family and protection for 
your home is loyalty to your 
sacred trust. 


: | . The Best Provision 
Nees, § —Thic Safest Protection 
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INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA. 
| JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. Dept. T. Home Office: NEWARK. N. J. 
“Visit The Prudential’s Exhibit, Palace of Education, World’s Fair, St. Louis” 
| | 











